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Please cancel claims 2-48. 
Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A medical device for Idealization of target tissue comprising: 
a shaft having a distal end, a proximal end defining a proximal direction, 
and a side, said distal end having a distal tip, said shaft being configured for placement 
of said distal end into a patient's body at a desired location; 

a distal cutting element disposed on sad distal tip; and 
a fixation element disposed on said distal end, said fixation element being 
configured for securing the distal end of said medicpl device adjacent target tissue at 
said desired location. 

U Please add the following new claims: 

The medical device of claim 1, wherein said distal cutting element is an 
electrosurgical cutting element. 

50. The medical device of claim^9, wherein said distal cutting element is 
spaced away from said distal tip. 

51. The medical device of claim 1, wherein said fixation element is disposed 
on said distal end proximal of said distal tip. 





The medical device of claim 1, wherein said fixation element is 
configured for penetrating tissue. 
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The medical device of clajrfi 5^ t wherein said fixation element comprises 
at least one radially extendable and/retractable member which is radially extendable 
and retractable from a side of the/listal end of the shaft, said member having a free 

the distal end of the shaft adjacent target tissue. 
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^ The medical device of claim 5^ wherein said fixation element comprises 
a plurality of radially extendable and retractable members which are radially 
extendable and retractable from a side of the distal end of the shaft, said members 
having free ends and being configured for securing the distal end of the shaft adjacent 
arget tissue. 

55. A method of peftprming a medical procedure using a medical device 
comprising a shaft having a distal end, a proximal end, a fixation element, and a 
longitudinal axis defining a radial\ direction generally perpendicular to said axis, 
comprising: 

a) placing the distal end of ^the shaft in a patient's body, so that the distal 
end is disposed adjacent target tissue; arid 

b) extending into the target tissue a fixation element from a side of the shaft 
spaced proximal to the distal end, said member having a free end configured for 
engaging tissue, so that the distal end of\the shaft becomes secured adjacent the 
target tissue. 




The method of claim J^o, wherein said fixation element comprises at least 
one radially extendable and retractable member. 
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The method of clain^|&, wherein said fixation element comprises a 



plurality of radially extendable and retractable members. 



A method of performing a medical procedure using a medical device 
comprising a shaft having a distal end, a distal cutting element, a proximal end, a 
fixation element, and a longitudinal axis defining a radial direction generally 
perpendicular to said axis, comprising: 

a) cutting with said distal cutting element; 

b) placing the distal end of the shaft in a patient's body, so that the distal 
end is disposed adjacent target tissue; and 

c) extending into the target tissue a fixation element from a side of the shaft 
spaced proximal to the distal end, said member having a free end configured for 
engaging tissue, so that the distal end of the shaft becomes secured adjacent the 
target tissue. 



bp. The method of claim 5$, wherein said fixation element comprises at least 



one radially extendable and retractable member. 



The method of claim £8, wherein said fixation element comprises a 
plurality of radially extendable and retractable members. 
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The method of claim §6, wherein said distal cutting element is an 
electrosu/gical cutting element. 

The method of claim wherein said cutting step comprises cutting 

target tissue. 
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The method of claim 38, wherein said cutting step comprises cutting 



through target tissue. 

Q f 

The method of claim ^3, wherein said placing step comprises placing the 
distal end of the shaft in a patient's body so that the distal end is disposed adjacent 
and distal to target tissue. 

|yy 65. A method for acquiring target tissue using a tissue acquisition device 
having a shaft with a distal end, a Aroximal end, a fixation element, and a longitudinal 
axis defining a radial direction generally perpendicular to the axis, comprising: 

a) placing the distal end on the shaft in a patients body, so that the distal 
end is disposed adjacent the target tissue; 

b) securing the distal end pf the shaft adjacent the target tissue by 
extending into the target tissue a fixation element from a side of the shaft spaced 
proximal to the distal end, said fixation ^lement having a free end configured for 
engaging tissue; and 



c) acquiring one or more tissue samples of target tissue. 

The method of claim wherein the step of securing the distal end of 
the shaft comprises extending at least one radially extendable and retractable member 



from a side of the shaft spaced proximal to the distal end. 

^rf , The method of clairrv6o, wherein the step of securing the distal end of 
the shaft comprises extending a plurality of radially extendable and retractable 
members from a side of the shaft spaced proximal to the distal end. 



